
October 2021 Public Policy and 
Advocacy  
Committee Meeting 
Minutes 
October 13th, 2021 
3:00 – 4:00PM EDT 

1. Opening 

Ms. Betsy Burgos opened the meeting. No member presented an issue with 
being recorded. The meeting was called to order at 3:00 pm.  

Members Present: Ms. Renee Proctor, Ms. Betsy Burgos, Mr. Paul Tobin 

Staff Present: Ms. Whitney Doyle 

Members of the Public: Ms. Jane Johnson, Mr. Tyler Morris, Ms. Kristi Warren  

2. Approval of Agenda 

No members of the public commented. No modifications were made to the 
agenda. Ms. Renee Proctor made the motion to approve the agenda. Ms. Burgos 
seconded the motion. The agenda was approved without any objection. 

3. Approval of Minutes 
 
No members of the public commented. No modifications were made to the 
minutes. Ms. Proctor made the motion to approve the minutes and Ms. Burgos 
seconded the motion. The September 2021 Public Policy and Advocacy Meeting 
Minutes were approved without any objection. 
 

4. Telecommunications Access System Program Migration Discussion | Jane 
Johnson FACIL 
 
Ms. Whitney Doyle introduced Ms. Jane Johnson and Mr. Tyler Morris. She gave 
a brief overview of FTRI and what they do. The Telecommunication Program is 
similar to the iCanConnect Program. This Program would add a 3rd legislative 
priority to FAAST’s list. Ms. Johnson gave a brief history of FTRI and the 
Telecommunication Access Program. She shared the data from 2018-2019 and 
2019-2020 and noted that there was a significate drop in services. She would like 
FAAST to partner with the CIL’s as an administrator to run the FTRI program. Mr. 
Tobin ask how much of the service drop is due to technology like smart phones. 
Ms. Johnson states that the proposal should say service deliverables should be 
based on consumer served not based on the type of technology used. Mr. Morris 
explains what the proposed service model would look like. Mr. Tobin asked about 



the budget for media and marketing. The prior year budget does not have funds 
for marketing and there are currently 8 employees. The Committee feels that this 
should be brought before the Service Delivery Committee and Executive 
Committee. 
 

5. Discuss and update strategy 2022 Legislative Priorities | Whitney Doyle 

Ms. Doyle explains that FAAST received a Senate bill with identical language of 
the house bill. The new legislative message state that FAAST has new RDC’s. 

6. Action Items  
 
Ms. Doyle gave an update on the strategic plan for Year 2. The committee is 
currently making progress on all tasks. 
 

7. Closing 
 
Next Meeting- November 10th 2021, at 3:00 pm. No public comment was made. 
Meeting adjourned at 4:05pm. 
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HB 55 & SB 418
Assistive Technology Advisory Council

Bill Summary
Sponsored by Representatives Tant, Salzman, Geller, Gottlieb, and Senators Pizzo and Jones

F.S. 413.407 created the Assistive Technology Advisory Council (ATAC) and established this
body as the governing board for the 501(c)3 nonprofit, Florida Alliance for Assistive
Services and Technology, Inc. (FAAST). Florida's ATAC is a requirement of the federal
Assistive Technology Act of 2004 (Pub. L. No. 108-364) and oversees Florida's assistive
technology program as designed in the federal law.

F.S. 413.407 lists who the ATAC shall be comprised of. The current language does not
mirror federal law regarding the number of representatives of consumer organizations
and businesses concerning assistive technology. The recommended changes also update
the representative of a State center for independent living described in part C of title VII of
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 796f et seq.) from a representative of the Florida
Independent Living Council. It is intended that these changes will reduce the size of the
ATAC, therefore reducing taxpayers' dollars to support a board of up to 27 members.

Changes to F.S. 413.407 would reduce the ATAC's leadership from two Co-Chairs to one
Chair. The ATAC has historically had trouble finding two individuals each year willing to
Chair the board. An increase is suggested for the number of years that a member must be
off the ATAC before they can apply to the Commissioner of Education for an appointment
to the ATAC.

The Assistive Technology Act of 2004 includes a statement on diversity that is
recommended to be added to F.S. 413.407.

F.S. 413.407 currently has three ATAC committees written into statute. These committees
are not in the federal law and inflate the number of committees the organization and
ATAC must have to responsibly operate.

Current F.S. 413.407 does not include language that would allow the ATAC to fundraise,
limiting the organization's funding streams. The final recommendation for F.S. 413.407
includes fundraising activities as a function of the ATAC.
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HB 2613
Florida Alliance for Assistive Services and Technology

Sponsored by Representative Salzman

FAAST Requests $305,585 in General Revenue Funding

In 2020, FAAST device loans, demonstrations, and reutilization activities saved Floridians
an estimated $1.54 million. FAAST projects the increase in funding will result in an
estimated $2.32 million in savings for Floridians. Therefore, a $305,585 increase will yield
$1,229,620 in more savings for Floridians with disabilities. That’s a 113% increase in
savings to Floridians!

In 2020, FAAST provided an estimated 16,000 services to individuals. This increase in
funding is projected to provide an estimated total of 21,900 services provided to
individuals. Therefore, a $305,585 increase will equate to providing 5,900 more assistive
technology services to Floridians. That’s a 37% increase in services provided by FAAST!

STATE FUNDING: FAAST receives $444,415 as recurring general revenue funding through a
contract with the Florida Department of Education, Division of Vocational Rehabilitation.
This funding stream has remained the same since 2009. This appropriations request
would bring FAAST's state funding for FY2023 to $750,000.

FEDERAL FUNDING: FAAST receives recurring federal funding from the Administration for
Community Living. Federal funding is distributed to FAAST through a contract with the
Florida Department of Education, Division of Vocational Rehabilitation. The FY2020 final
allocation for Florida from the Administration for Community Living State Grants for
Assistive Technology Awards was $816,871.

The Florida Alliance for Assistive Services and Technology, Inc. (FAAST) is requesting $305,585
to be added to FAAST's current general revenue funding from the state of Florida. An increase
in Florida's population has resulted in a higher demand for FAAST's services. As the federal
allocation for Florida's assistive technology program has increased, the state funding has not.
The $305,585 will be used to expand FAAST services provided through its Regional ReUse
Center and Regional Demonstration Center programs.

FAAST is Florida's Assistive Technology Act of 2004 (Pub. L. No. 108-364) program as stated in
F.S. 413.407. FAAST is a 501(c)3 nonprofit that is governed by the Assistive Technology
Advisory Council.
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ATAC, therefore reducing taxpayers' dollars to support a board of up to 27 members.

Changes to F.S. 413.407 would reduce the ATAC's leadership from two Co-Chairs to one
Chair. The ATAC has historically had trouble finding two individuals each year willing to
Chair the board. An increase is suggested for the number of years that a member must be
off the ATAC before they can apply to the Commissioner of Education for an appointment
to the ATAC.

The Assistive Technology Act of 2004 includes a statement on diversity that is
recommended to be added to F.S. 413.407.

F.S. 413.407 currently has three ATAC committees written into statute. These committees
are not in the federal law and inflate the number of committees the organization and
ATAC must have to responsibly operate.

Current F.S. 413.407 does not include language that would allow the ATAC to fundraise,
limiting the organization's funding streams. The final recommendation for F.S. 413.407
includes fundraising activities as a function of the ATAC.



Florida Alliance for Assistive Services and Technology
820 E Park Avenue, Suite D200, Tallahassee, FL 32301

www.FAAST.org | info@faastinc.org | 1-844-FL-FAAST (353-2278)

FAAST Facts
Florida's Assistive Technology Program

The Florida Alliance for Assistive Services and Technology, Inc. (FAAST) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization based in Tallahassee, FL. FAAST is federally funded by the Assistive Technology Act of
1988, as amended in 2004 and further defined by Florida Statute 413.407. FAAST is mandated under
these statutes and is considered a quasi-public entity.

What is FAAST?

Who Does FAAST Serve?

Individuals who have Disabilities of all ages
Family Members, Guardians, and Authorized
Representatives
Representatives of Education, Employment, Health,
Allied Health, and Rehabilitation, Community Living, and
Technology

What is Assistive Technology?
Assistive technology is any item, piece of equipment, or product system that is used to increase,
maintain, or improve the functional capabilities of individuals who have disabilities and older adults.

What are FAAST's Services?

Device Demonstrations
Device Loan/Borrowing
Device Training
Device Reutilization
Device Financing

FAAST services are free to all Floridians
Follow @FAASTInc on



HB 55 & SB 418 make changes to F.S. 413.407. 
F.S. 413.407 created the Assistive Technology Advisory Council (ATAC)
and established this body as the governing board for the 501(c)3
nonprofit, Florida Alliance for Assistive Services and Technology, Inc.
(FAAST). Florida's ATAC is a requirement of the federal Assistive
Technology Act of 2004 (Pub. L. No. 108-364) and oversees Florida's
assistive technology program as designed in the federal law.
Draft language for updating this statute includes adjustments to the
ATAC composition, adjusting board leadership from Co-Chairs to one
Chair, increasing the length of time members must be off the board
before reapplying, adding a diversity statement, removing committee
language, and adding the ATAC's ability to fundraise. 
Changes to F.S. 413.407 have no fiscal impact

HB 55 & SB 418
Assistive Technology Advisory Council

Sponsored by Representatives Tant, Salzman, Geller, Gottlieb, and Senators Pizzo and Jones



What is FAAST? The Florida Alliance for Assistive Services and Technology, Inc.
(FAAST) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization based in Tallahassee, FL. FAAST is
federally funded by the Assistive Technology Act of 1988, as amended in 2004 and
further defined by Florida Statute 413.407. FAAST is mandated under these statutes
and is considered a quasi-public entity.

What is assistive technology? Assistive technology is any item, piece of equipment,
or product system that is used to increase, maintain, or improve the functional
capabilities of individuals who have disabilities and older adults.

Who does FAAST serve? Floridians who have disabilities of all ages.

FAAST Facts
Florida's Assistive Technology Program

Whitney Doyle, MNM, CP (she/her), Executive Director
wdoyle@faastinc.org | (850) 487-3278 ext. 107

820 E Park Avenue, Suite D200, Tallahassee, FL 32301
www.FAAST.org | info@faastinc.org | 1-844-FL-FAAST (353-2278)
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savings to Floridians!
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funding is projected to provide an estimated total of 21,900 services provided to
individuals. Therefore, a $305,585 increase will equate to providing 5,900 more assistive
technology services to Floridians. That’s a 37% increase in services provided by FAAST!

FAAST is requesting $305,585 to be added to FAAST's current general revenue funding from the
state of Florida within the Florida Department of Education, Division of Vocational
Rehabilitation's budget. An increase in Florida's population has resulted in a higher demand for
FAAST's services. Florida's assistive technology program has not received a state funding
increase since 2009. Additional funding will expand FAAST services provided through its
Regional ReUse and Demonstration Center programs.

FAAST Requests $305,585 in General Revenue
Funding for Assistive Technology Services for

Floridians with Disabilities

HB 2613 Salzman
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FAAST Requests $305,585 in
General Revenue Funding

Assistive Technology Program Funding Breakdown

FAAST currently partners with 12 nonprofits in Pensacola, Tallahassee, Jacksonville, Gainesville,
Tampa, Ft. Myers, Lakeland, Orlando, Ft. Lauderdale, and Miami to provide short-term assistive
technology device loans, device demonstrations, training, and information and assistance
activities. $200,000 of this request would be used to increase funding to the current RDC program.

Current RDC Program | $616,000 in program funding = 16,080 services provided
Expanded RRC Program | $816,000 in program funding = 22,200 services provided

Each year, FAAST spends a substantial amount of its budget purchasing assistive technology
devices to be added to FAAST's Device Lending Library to give Floridians the opportunity to
borrow the most up-to-date technology. An increase in services provided by the RDC program will
require an increase in the number of devices needed to be available for Floridians to borrow
through short-term device loans.

FAAST currently partners with 5 Centers for Independent Living in Pensacola, Largo, Ft. Myers, Ft.
Lauderdale, and Miami to recycle, refurbish, and exchange durable medical equipment and
assistive technology. $50,000 of this request would be used to expand the current RRC program
by adding 5 new recycling center programs across the state.
Current RRC Program | $10,000 per RRC contract x 5 = $50,000
Expanded RRC Program | $10,000 per RRC contract x 10 = $100,000
In FY2020, FAAST's investment in recycling equipment saved program recipients a total of
$227,335. By doubling the number of RRC locations, FAAST estimates that is will save Floridians an
estimated $454,670.

The Florida Alliance for Assistive Services and Technology, Inc. (FAAST) is requesting $305,585 to be
added to FAAST's current general revenue funding from the state of Florida. An increase in Florida's
population has resulted in a higher demand for FAAST's services. As the federal allocation for
Florida's assistive technology program has increased, the state funding has not. The $305,585 will be
used to expand FAAST services provided through its Regional ReUse Center and Regional
Demonstration Center programs.

Regional Demonstration Center (RDC) Program - $200,000

Purchase Assistive Technology Devices - $55,585

Regional Reuse Center (RRC) Program - $50,000

More detailed information on RDC funding by county can be provided by contacting
Whitney Doyle at wdoyle@faastinc.org.

HB 2613 Sponsored by Representative Salzman
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FAAST Facts
Florida's Assistive Technology Program

The Florida Alliance for Assistive Services and Technology, Inc. (FAAST) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization based in Tallahassee, FL. FAAST is federally funded by the Assistive Technology Act of
1988, as amended in 2004 and further defined by Florida Statute 413.407. FAAST is mandated under
these statutes and is considered a quasi-public entity.

What is FAAST?

Who Does FAAST Serve?

Individuals who have Disabilities of all ages
Family Members, Guardians, and Authorized
Representatives
Representatives of Education, Employment, Health,
Allied Health, and Rehabilitation, Community Living, and
Technology

What is Assistive Technology?
Assistive technology is any item, piece of equipment, or product system that is used to increase,
maintain, or improve the functional capabilities of individuals who have disabilities and older adults.

What are FAAST's Services?

Device Demonstrations
Device Loan/Borrowing
Device Training
Device Reutilization
Device Financing

FAAST services are free to all Floridians
Follow @FAASTInc on



Florida Alliance for Assistive Services and Technology (FAAST) 
$305,585 Funding Breakdown by County and Program 

The Florida Alliance for Assistive Services and Technology, Inc. (FAAST) is 
requesting $305,585 to be added to FAAST's current general revenue 
funding from the state of Florida. An increase in Florida's population has 
resulted in a higher demand for FAAST's services. As the federal allocation 
for Florida's assistive technology program has increased, the state funding 
has not. The $305,585 will be used to expand FAAST services provided 
through its Regional ReUse Center and Regional Demonstration Center 
programs. 

Regional Demonstration Center (RDC) Program - $200,000 

• FAAST currently partners with 12 nonprofits in Pensacola, Tallahassee, Jacksonville, 
Gainesville, Tampa, Ft. Myers, Lakeland, Orlando, Ft. Lauderdale, and Miami to provide short-
term assistive technology device loans, device demonstrations, training, and information and 
assistance activities. $200,000 of this request would be used to increase funding to the current 
RDC program. 

o Current RDC Program | $616,000 in program funding = 16,080 services provided 

o Expanded RRC Program | $816,000 in program funding = 22,200 services provided 

 
Current 
Funding 

Increased 
Amount 

Total 
Funding 

with 
Increase 

Percentage 
Increased 

Current Funding  $540,000.00   $200,000.00   $740,000.00  37% 
Negative PWD 
Population Density 
Allocation  $60,000.00   $                 -     $60,000.00  0% 

Transition Training  $16,000.00   $                 -     $16,000.00  0% 
Total  $616,000.00   $200,000.00   $816,000.00  32% 

 

Region Breakdown Proposed Funding Breakdown 
Region County Population 

with a 
Disability 

Funding 
Per County 

Increased 
Amount Per 
County 

Proposed 
Total 
Funding Per 
County 

Percentage 
Increased 

Gulf 
Coast 

Escambia 52,127  $10,093.67  $3,630.82 $13,724.48  36% 
Okaloosa 32,059  $6,889.62   $2,233.01  $9,122.64  32% 
Santa Rosa 30,237  $6,700.49   $2,106.11  $8,806.59  31% 
Walton 15,603  $4,414.04   $1,086.80  $5,500.84  25% 

Totals 130,026  $28,097.82  $9,056.74  $37,154.55  32% 
Northwest Bay 32,000 $6,599.94  $2,228.90  $8,828.85  34% 

Calhoun 1,979 $2,186.30  $137.86  $2,324.16  6% 



Franklin 1,621 $2,133.48  $112.88  $2,246.36  5% 
Gadsden 6,314 $2,706.94  $439.82  $3,146.77  16% 
Gulf 2,011 $2,190.00  $140.09  $2,330.09  6% 
Holmes 2,732 $2,252.72  $190.30  $2,443.03  8% 
Jackson 6,364 $2,909.32  $443.26  $3,352.58  15% 
Jefferson 1,966 $2,191.18  $136.95  $2,328.13  6% 
Leon 30,481  $6,166.80  $2,123.10  $8,289.90  34% 
Liberty 1,171 $2,106.04  $81.59  $2,187.62  4% 
Madison 2,589 $2,295.26  $180.34  $2,475.60  8% 
Taylor 3,065 $2,416.53  $213.47  $2,630.00  9% 
Wakulla 4,642 $2,550.38  $323.32  $2,873.69  13% 
Washington 3,461 $2,382.92  $241.04  $2,623.96  10% 

Totals 100,396 $41,087.79  $6,992.94  $48,080.73  17% 
North 
Central 

Alachua 30,883  $6,622.39  $2,151.10  $8,773.49  32% 
Bradford 3,924 $2,201.96  $273.31  $2,475.26  12% 
Columbia 11,951 $3,697.87  $832.43  $4,530.30  23% 
Dixie 2,276 $2,253.19  $158.54  $2,411.73  7% 
Gilchrist 2,496 $2,152.89  $173.82  $2,326.71  8% 
Hamilton 1,990 $2,174.81  $138.63  $2,313.44  6% 
Lafayette 1,187 $2,080.46  $82.68  $2,163.15  4% 
Levy 5,696 $2,847.55  $396.75  $3,244.30  14% 
Marion 59,088  $12,007.86  $4,115.67  $16,123.54  34% 
Suwannee 6,210 $2,803.80  $432.56  $3,236.37  15% 
Union 2,105 $2,018.20  $146.62  $2,164.82  7% 

Totals 127,806 $40,860.99  $8,902.12  $49,763.11  22% 
Northeast Baker 3,897 $2,442.14  $271.47  $2,713.61  11% 

Clay 26,979 $5,518.15  $1,879.18  $7,397.33  34% 
Duval 116,077 $22,476.69  $8,085.14  $30,561.83  36% 
Flagler 15,021 $3,710.00  $1,046.26  $4,756.26  28% 
Nassau 16,440 $4,194.60  $1,145.10  $5,339.70  27% 
Putnam 11,357 $3,556.06   $791.05  $4,347.12  22% 
Saint Johns 28,329 $5,720.26  $1,973.21  $7,693.46  34% 

Totals 218,100  $47,617.90  $15,191.41  $62,809.31  32% 
West 
Central 

Citrus 34,755 $6,729.82   $2,420.80   $9,150.62  36% 
Hernando 41,882 $8,109.87  $2,917.22  $11,027.09  36% 
Lake 61,990 $12,003.50   $4,317.81   $16,321.31  36% 
Pasco 90,762 $17,574.80   $6,321.87   $23,896.67  36% 
Sumter 25,552 $5,172.27  $1,779.78  $6,952.05  34% 

Totals 254,941 $49,590.27  $17,757.47  $67,347.74  36% 
Central Hillsborough 169,914  $32,901.48  $11,835.06  $44,736.54  36% 

Manatee 56,112  $10,865.31  $3,908.38  $14,773.69  36% 
Pinellas 151,359  $29,308.56   $10,542.65  $39,851.21  36% 

Totals 377,385 $73,075.35   $26,286.10  $99,361.44  36% 
Midland Hardee 3,749  $2,441.67  $261.11  $2,702.78  11% 

Highlands 20,775  $5,216.46   $1,447.05  $6,663.51  28% 



Osceola 49,364 $10,127.89  $3,438.36  $13,566.25  34% 
Polk 105,852  $20,496.76  $7,372.94  $27,869.70  36% 

Totals 179,740 $38,282.79  $12,519.46  $50,802.25  33% 
Atlantic Brevard 95,042 $18,403.56  $6,619.99  $25,023.54  36% 

Orange 158,047 $30,603.60  $11,008.49  $41,612.09  36% 
Seminole 54,856 $10,622.10  $3,820.90  $14,443.00  36% 
Volusia 99,178 $19,204.44  $6,908.07  $26,112.51  36% 

Totals 407,123  $78,833.70  $28,357.45  $107,191.14  36% 
Southeast Indian River 22,061 $4,603.45  $1,536.62  $6,140.07  33% 

Martin 25,513 $5,197.97  $1,777.06   $6,975.03  34% 
Okeechobee 5,752 $2,773.28  $400.68  $3,173.96  14% 
Palm Beach 187,760  $36,357.11  $13,078.10  $49,435.20  36% 
Saint Lucie 50,185 $9,717.62  $3,495.55  $13,213.17  36% 

Totals 291,271 $58,649.43  $20,288.01  $78,937.44  35% 
Southwest Charlotte 45,368 $8,784.88  $3,160.03  $11,944.91  36% 

Collier 47,569 $10,285.55  $3,313.34  $13,598.88  32% 
DeSoto 5,065 $2,621.28  $352.82  $2,974.11  13% 
Glades 1,859 $2,202.72  $129.48  $2,332.20  6% 
Hendry 5,594 $2,836.68  $389.65  $3,226.33  14% 
Lee 113,030 $21,886.68  $7,872.91  $29,759.59  36% 
Sarasota 68,888 $13,339.20  $4,798.27  $18,137.48  36% 

Totals 287,374 $61,957.00  $20,016.51   $81,973.50  32% 
Broward Broward 216,489 $41,920.08  $15,079.17  $56,999.25  36% 
Totals 216,489  $41,920.08  $15,079.17   $56,999.25  36% 
South Miami-Dade 273,609 $52,980.57  $19,057.76   $72,038.33  36% 

Monroe 7,105 $3,046.32  $494.89   $3,541.21  16% 
Totals 280,714 $56,026.89   $19,552.65  $75,579.54  35%  

State Total 2,871,366 $616,000.00  $200,000.00  $816,000.00  32% 
 

Region County Total 
Services 
Provided 

Proposed 
Total 
Service 
Provided 

Number of 
Additional 
Services 

Gulf Coast Escambia 290 403 113 
Okaloosa 181 248 67 
Santa Rosa 170 234 64 
Walton 87 121 34 

Totals 728 1005 277 
Northwest Bay 178 247 69 

Calhoun 11 15 4 
Franklin 10 13 3 
Gadsden 35 49 14 



Gulf 11 16 5 
Holmes 15 21 6 
Jackson 35 49 14 
Jefferson 11 15 4 
Leon 170 236 66 
Liberty 7 9 2 
Madison 14 20 6 
Taylor 18 24 6 
Wakulla 25 36 11 
Washington 20 27 7 

Totals 560 776 216 
North 
Central 

Alachua 172 239 67 
Bradford 22 30 8 
Columbia 66 92 26 
Dixie 12 18 6 
Gilchrist 14 19 5 
Hamilton 11 15 4 
Lafayette 7 9 2 
Levy 32 44 12 
Marion 335 457 122 
Suwannee 34 48 14 
Union 12 16 4 

Totals 717 988 271 
Northeast Baker 22 30 8 

Clay 149 209 60 
Duval 650 897 247 
Flagler 85 116 31 
Nassau 93 127 34 
Putnam 64 88 24 
Saint Johns 159 219 60 

Totals 1222 1686 464 
West 
Central 

Citrus 194 269 75 
Hernando 235 324 89 
Lake 347 479 132 
Pasco 508 702 194 
Sumter 143 198 55 

Totals 1427 1971 544 
Central Hillsborough 952 1314 362 

Manatee 313 434 121 
Pinellas 848 1170 322 

Totals 2113 2918 805 
Midland Hardee 22 29 7 

Highlands 116 161 45 
Osceola 277 382 105 
Polk 592 818 226 



Totals 1007 1390 383 
Atlantic Brevard 533 735 202 

Orange 887 1222 335 
Seminole 305 424 119 
Volusia 557 767 210 

Totals 2282 3148 866 
Southeast Indian River 125 171 46 

Martin 142 197 55 
Okeechobee 32 44 12 
Palm Beach 1051 1452 401 
Saint Lucie 281 388 107 

Totals 1631 2252 621 
Southwest Charlotte 252 351 99 

Collier 267 368 101 
DeSoto 29 39 10 
Glades 10 14 4 
Hendry 32 43 11 
Lee 633 874 241 
Sarasota 386 533 147 

Totals 1609 2222 613 
Broward Broward 1212 1674 462 
Totals 1212 1674 462 
South Miami-Dade 1532 2115 583 

Monroe 40 55 15 
Totals 1572 2170 598  

State Total 16,080 22,200 6,120 
 

Regional Reuse Center (RRC) Program - $50,000 

• FAAST currently partners with 5 Centers for Independent Living in Pensacola, Largo, Ft. 
Myers, Ft. Lauderdale, and Miami to recycle, refurbish, and exchange durable medical 
equipment and assistive technology. $50,000 of this request would be used to expand the 
current RRC program by adding 5 new recycling center programs across the state. 

o Current RRC Program | $10,000 per RRC contract x 5 = $50,000 

o Expanded RRC Program | $10,000 per RRC contract x 10 = $100,000 

• In FY2020, FAAST's investment in recycling equipment saved program recipients a total of 
$227,335. By doubling the number of RRC locations, FAAST estimates that is will save 
Floridians an estimated $454,670. 

Purchase Assistive Technology Devices - $55,585 

• Each year, FAAST spends a substantial amount of its budget purchasing assistive technology 
devices to be added to FAAST's Device Lending Library to give Floridians the opportunity to 
borrow the most up-to-date technology. An increase in services provided by the RDC program 



will require an increase in the number of devices needed to be available for Floridians to 
borrow through short-term device loans. 



FAAST 2022 Legislative Priorities 
Strategy Ideas 

 

1. HB 55 & SB 418 Assistive Technology Advisory Council 
a. Update Florida Statute 413.407  
b. Proposed language updates the membership of the ATAC, 

replaces the Co-Chairs with one Chair, limits ATAC 
membership to two terms, adds a statement on diversity, and 
removes committee language. 

2. HB 2613 Florida Alliance for Assistive Services and Technology 
a. $305,585 General Revenue funding request 
b. Increases FAAST’s state funding from $444,415 to $750,000 
c. This funding will be used to expand/increase funding for the 

Regional ReUse Center and Regional Demonstration Center 
programs. 

 

Monthly Actions 

June 2021 

• FY2022 Legislative Priorities sent to VR and ATAC - COMPLETED 
• Met with David Hart, Executive Vice President of Government & 

Political Relations, Florida Chamber of Commerce - COMPLETED 
• PPAC Members to identify local representatives/senators and send 

names to Whitney – ONGOING 
• “Press Release” Message on Update Service Delivery Model sent to 

Florida Legislators - COMPLETED 
• PPAC Members to forward message with personal note to legislative 

aids to request time on the legislators’ agenda – COMPLETED 
o Only spoke to Renee about this for draft language 
o Whitney is reaching out to legislators  

July 2021 

• Draft Meeting Talking Points - COMPLETED 
• First set of meetings with Legislators/PPAC Members for FY22 

Priorities – ONGOING 



• Monthly message to Legislators on priorities - COMPLETED 
• Circle back with VR on Legislative Budget Request process (if not 

heard back in June) – COMPLETED 
o VR says we will have better chances of getting a budget 

request through if we do not go through their LBR process. 

August 2021 

• August 1, Deadline for filing Senate claim bills 
• Work on follow ups from July meetings - ONGOING 
• Monthly message to Legislators on priorities – NOT SENT 

September 2021 

• 9/20-24 Committee Week 1 
• Monthly message to Legislators on priorities – NOT SENT 

October 2021 

• 10/11-15 Committee Week 2 
• 10/18-22 Committee Week 3 
• Monthly message to Legislators on priorities – NOT SENT 
• Message was sent to all Legislators that I’ve held meeting with to 

provide an update on bill sponsorships 

November 2021 

• 11/1-5 Committee Week 4  
• 11/15-19 Committee Week 5 – ATAC Meetings 
• 11/29-12/3 Committee Week 6 
• Monthly message to Legislators on priorities – DRAFTED 

December 2021 

• Monthly message to Legislators on priorities 

January 2022 

• January 11 Session Begins (noon deadline for filing bills for 
introduction) 

• Monthly message to Legislators on priorities 

February 2022 



• February 26 All bills are immediately certified 
• Monthly message to Legislators on priorities 

March 2022 

• March 1 Last Day for regularly scheduled committee meetings 
• March 11 Last Day of Regular Session 
• Monthly message to Legislators on priorities 

April 2022 

• Monthly message to Legislators on priorities 

 

Meetings Held (52): 

• HB55 1st Committee: Post-Secondary Education & Lifelong Learning 
Subcommittee 

o Representative Amber Mariano  
 Chair, Post-Secondary Education & Lifelong Learning 

Subcommittee 
 Education and Employment Committee 

o Representative Lauren Melo 
 Vice Chair, Post-Secondary Education & Lifelong 

Learning Subcommittee 
o Representative Robert “Alex” Andrade 

 Republican Committee Whip, Education and Employment 
Committee 

o Representative Melony Bell’s Legislative Aide 
 Sent HB55 info and asked to Co Sponsor 
 Education and Employment Committee 

o Representative Adam Botana 
o Representative Juan Fernandez-Barquin’s Legislative Aide 

 Sent HB55 info and asked to Co Sponsor 
o Representative Mike Gottlieb 

 HB55 CO SPONSOR 
o Representative James Mooney 
o Representative Daisy Morales 

 Sent HB55 info and asked to Co Sponsor 



 Education and Employment Committee 
o Representative Jenna Persons-Mulicka’s Legislative Aide  

 Sent HB55 info and asked to Co Sponsor 
o Representative Michelle Salzman  

 HB55 CO SPONSOR 
 HB2613 SPONSOR  

o Representative Allison Tant 
 HB55 SPONSOR  

o Representative Patricia Williams 
 Democratic Ranking Member, Education and 

Employment Committee 
 Send follow up once approps is filed 

• HB55 2nd Committee: Government Operations Subcommittee 
o Representative Jason Fischer 

 Chair, Government Operations Subcommittee 
o Representative David Borrero 

 Education and Employment Committee 
o Representative Tom Fabrico 

 Sent HB55 info and asked to Co Sponsor 
o Representative Yvonne Hinson  

 Sent HB55 info and asked to Co Sponsor 
o Representative Jason Shoaf’s Legislative Aide 

 Sent HB55 info and asked to Co Sponsor 
o Representative Evan Jenne 
o Representative Carlos Guillermo Smith’s Legislative Aide 
o Representative Ardian Zika 

• HB55 3rd Committee: Education and Employment Committee 
o Representative Stan McClain 

 Vice Chair, Education & Employment Committee 
 Sent HB55 info and asked to Co Sponsor 

o Representative Randy Fine 
 Sent HB55 info and asked to Co Sponsor 

o Representative Fred Hawkins  
 Sent HB55 info and asked to Co Sponsor 
 Asked to sponsoring appropriations request 

o Representative Susan Valdes  
 Sent HB55 info and asked to Co Sponsor 



• SB418 1st Committee: Education 
o Senator Shervin Jones’ Legislative Aide 

 Vice Chair, Education 
 SB418 CO SPONSOR 

o Senator Lori Berman 
o Senator Doug Broxson’s Legislative Aide 

 Sent SB418 info and asked to Co Sponsor 
o Senator Manny Diaz’s Legislative Aide  

 Sent SB418 info and asked to Co Sponsor 
 Send follow up once approps is filed 
 Commerce and Tourism 
 Rules 

o Senator Travis Hutson 
 Commerce and Tourism 
 Rules 

o Senator Kathleen Passidomo’s Legislative Aide 
 Sent SB418 info  
 Chair, Rules 

o Senator Tina Polsky 
• SB418 2nd Committee: Commerce and Tourism 

o Senator Ed Hooper 
 Chair, Commerce and Tourism 

o Senator Jason Pizzo  
 SB418 SPONSOR (Approps | Confirmed drafting) 
 Commerce and Tourism 

o Senator Victor Torres, Jr. 
o Senator Tom Wright 

• SB418 3rd Committee: Rules 
o Senator Aaron Bean’s Legislative Aide 

 Send follow up once approps is filed 
o Senator Lauren Book’s Legislative Aide 

 Sent SB418 info  
o Senator Kelli Stargel’s Legislative Aide 

 Send follow up once approps is filed 
• Other Legislators 

o Representative Chuck Brannan’s Legislative Aide 
o Representative Colleen Burton’s Legislative Aide 



o Representative Ben Diamond’s Legislative Aide 
 Sent HB55 info and asked to Co Sponsor 

o Representative Nicholas Duran 
 Send follow up once approps is filed 

o Representative Joe Geller 
 HB55 CO SPONSOR 
 Send follow up once approps is filed 

o Representative Dotie Joseph 
o Representative Tom Leek 

 Sent HB55 info and asked to Co Sponsor 
o Representative Scott Plakon’s Legislative Aide  

 Sent HB55 info and asked to Co Sponsor 
o Representative Josie Tomkow’s Legislative Aide 
o Senator Loranne Ausley 

 Sent SB418 info  
o Senator Janet Cruz 

 Sent SB418 info  
o Senator Keith Perry’s Legislative Aide 

 Sent SB418 info and asked to Co Sponsor 
o Senator Ray Rodrigues 

  



Meetings Scheduled (0): 

• HB55 1st Committee: Post-Secondary Education & Lifelong Learning 
Subcommittee 

 
• HB55 2nd Committee: Government Operations Subcommittee 

 
• HB55 3rd Committee: Education and Employment Committee 

 
• SB418 1st Committee: Education 

 
• SB418 2nd Committee: Commerce and Tourism 

 
• SB418 3rd Committee: Rules 

 

 

  



Meetings Needed (36): 

• HB55 1st Committee: Post-Secondary Education & Lifelong Learning 
Subcommittee 

o Representative Ramon Alexander 
o Representative Kristen Arrington 

 Education and Employment Committee 
o Representative Mike Caruso 
o Representative Joe Harding 

 Education and Employment Committee 
o Representative Rene Plasencia 

 Chair, Higher Education Appropriations Subcommittee 
• HB55 2nd Committee: Government Operations Subcommittee 

o Representative Anthony Rodriquez 
 Vice Chair, Government Operations Subcommittee 

o Representative Kevin Chambliss 
o Representative Elizabeth Anne Fetterhoff 
o Representative Sam Killebrew 
o Representative Lawrence McClure 

 Vice Chair, Appropriations Committee 
o Representative Alex Rizo 
o Representative Rick Roth 
o Representative Anthony Sabatini 
o Representative Kelly Skidmore 

• HB55 3rd Committee: Education and Employment Committee 
o Representative Chris Latvala 

 Chair, Education & Employment Committee 
o Representative Vance Aloupis 
o Representative James Bush III 
o Representative Christine Hunschofsky 
o Representative Chip LaMarca 
o Representative Pat Maney 

 Vice Chair, Higher Education Appropriations 
Subcommittee 

o Representative Dana Trabulsy 
o Representative Kaylee Tuck 

• SB418 1st Committee: Education 



o Senator Joe Gruters 
 Chair, Education 
 Commerce and Tourism 
 Rules 

o Senator Jennifer Bradley 
o Senator Perry Thurston, Jr. 

 Rules 
• SB418 2nd Committee: Commerce and Tourism 

o Senator Ileana Garcia 
 Vice Chair, Rules 

o Senator Bobby Powell 
 Rules 

o Senator Annette Taddeo 
• SB418 3rd Committee: Rules 

o Senator Ben Albritton 
o Senator Dennis Baxley 
o Senator Jim Boyd 
o Senator Randolph Bracy 
o Senator Jeff Brandes 
o Senator Gary Farmer 
o Senator Audrey Gibson 
o Senator Debbie Mayfield 

Not Scheduling Meeting (1): 

• Representative Sam Killebrew 

Requested Materials and Will Request Meeting if Needed (1): 

• Representative “Tray” McCurdy 
o Education and Employment Committee 

 

 



To be sent through email 

New FAAST Regional Locations and Partners! 

FAAST is proud to announce the opening of SIX new Regional Demonstration Centers 
in Florida! Starting January 2022, FAAST will have six new regional locations to serve 
Floridian who have disabilities with assistive technology demonstrations, training, short-
term device loans, and information and assistance activities. 

North Central Regional Demonstration Center – Center for Independent Living of North 
Central Florida in Gainesville 

West Central Regional Demonstration Center – Center for Independent Living of North 
Central Florida in Ocala 

Midland Regional Demonstration Center –Center for Independent Living of Central 
Florida in Lakeland  

Southwest Regional Demonstration Center – Center for Independent Living Gulf Coast 
in Fort Myers  

Southeast Regional Demonstration Center – Center for Independent Living Broward in 
Fort Lauderdale  

Broward Regional Demonstration Center – University of Miami in Miami 

PARTNER CHANGE: The Northeast Regional Demonstration Center in Jacksonville 
has changed locations! It’s now at the Center for Independent Living of Jacksonville. 

For contact information for FAAST’s Regional Centers, visit www.faast.org. 

http://www.faast.org/


Public Policy and Advocacy Committee
2020 Strategic Planning Tracking - Year 2 Key
Strategic Issue TASK DUE STAFF ACTIONS Not Started In Progress Completed

Strategy 6-1: Legislative 
priorities drafted and 
approved by PPAC

By June 2022, 
FY 2023 
Legislative 
Priorities will be 
approved by 
ATAC.

Whitney Determine appropriate legislative priorities for 
FY22.                                                                                   

Send priorities to be reviewed by VR/DOE.     Create plan to bring awareness 
to priorities.                    

Report findings from service 
delivery model research to FL 
legislators to develop or 
support legislative priorities.

9/30/2022 Whitney 
& Hannah

Service Delivery Committee results to be 
presented to PPAC.                                      

Incorporate results into monthly legislator 
messaging       

By September 30, 2022, FAAST will research and establish an updated service delivery model for Regional Reuse Centers.

Issue 2, 
Objective 6

Issue 2, 
Objective 9

By September 30, 2021, September 30, 2022, and September 30, 2023, create annual legislative priorities to implement within the strategic plan.
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